AN  INDULGENT  BAILIFF

Willis never scrupled letting any woman whom he had
arrested leave his house at pleasure to go to the theatres,
opera, or any other public place they chose, until the writ
was returnable, and in no one instance did he ever suffer
thereby. If the person arrested failed in her exertions to
raise the amount due amongst her own immediate friends,
we who frequented the house made up the deficiency by
subscription.

The dissipated kind of life I had again fallen into could
not escape the penetrating eyes of my father. He over and
over again cautioned me, bidding me recollect all that had
already occurred, and take care how I acted, but all in
vain, and another important crisis of my life was now fast
approaching.

In the month of August Mr. Farrer one evening surprized
us all at the " Shakespeare " very much by telling us he
should depart for the East Indies in a few days, through
having been informed from authority that a new Court was
upon the eve of being established in Bengal under the direc-
tion of four Judges to be nominated by His Majesty, in which
Court he understood there would be a great opening for tho
exercise of talents and industry at the Bar. He was deter-
mined to go out and try what he could do for himself as an
Advocate. He accordingly took his leave of us that night.

Shortly afterwards an Act of Parliament was brought in
and passed, whereby Warren Hastings, Esqr. then Governor
of Bengal, was appointed Governor General of India,
General Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Philip
Francis, Esqr. members 6f the Supreme Council, those four
gentlemen constituting the Government. By the same Act
the Supreme Court of Judicature was formed, Sir Elijah
Impey being appointed Chief Justice, Stephen Cse&ar
Lemaitre, Robert Chambers, and John Hyde, Esquires,
puisne Justices, the above named Supreme Council a.nd
Judges departing fox India in the month of September
(1774) on board of two old Indiamen, which were engaged
and fitted up for the express purpose of conveying them to
Asia. Mr. Farrer reached Calcutta some time before them,